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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: State House Women's Leadership Project (Mass.) 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 115 
Extent: 3 boxes (1.5 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Women in Leadership Project Records. 
State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
Provenance: Received from the Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities, 2000. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Carin O’Connor, 2000. Revised by Karen Adler 
Abramson, 2000. Updated by Abigail Cramer, March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the research conducted to assess the contributions of 
women to the government of Massachusetts and the creation of a commemorative mural to honor 
those contributions. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection is comprised of two series.  Series I contains the records from State Senator 
Robert D. Wetmore’s office.  The senator’s assistant, Ruth Flaherty, kept the senator’s 
correspondence on the project as well as records documenting candidates for the mural, 
meetings of the Senate Select Committee, and the project’s inception and development over 
time.  
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Series II contains records from the Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities. This series 
represents the bulk of the collection and includes fundraising, publicity, public art information, and 
events and programs related to the mural project. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
At the request of Senator Robert D. Wetmore, in April, 1995, the Senate president appointed a 
Senate Select Committee to “study the contribution of women to the government of the 
Commonwealth, and to commemorate that contribution.”  This decision was prompted by the 
absence of women from the State House art collection. 
 
The Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities was brought in to provide general guidelines 
for the project and to oversee the completion of the mural. The Foundation was responsible for 
fundraising, choosing the artist, publicizing the event, defining the scope and content of the mural, 
and selecting the women to be honored. 
 
The mural, “Hear Us: Honoring the Contributions of Women to Public Life in Massachusetts,” was 
installed outside Doric Hall in the Massachusetts State House, and the kick-off event was held on 
October 22, 1996. The mural honors Dorothea Dix, Lucy Stone, Sarah Parker Remond, 
Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin, Mary Kenney O’Sullivan, and Florence Luscomb. The artists were 
Sheila Levrant de Bretteville and Susan Sellers. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The materials have been maintained in their original order. The papers are arranged in 2 series, 
which are further arranged in sub-series that reflect the chronological sequence of the project:  
 
Series I: Senator Robert D. Wetmore’s Files 
Series II: Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities 
 Subseries A: Fundraising 
 Subseries B: Publicity 
 Subseries C: Art and Artists 
 Subseries D: Hear Us, October 19, 1999 
 Subseries E: Related Projects 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
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Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The collection is entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
This collection was received by the Special Collections from the Massachusetts Foundation for 
the Humanities in 2000. 
 
Conservation Note 
Preservation activities were performed on the collection as follows: 
 Newspaper clippings have been photocopied and the originals discarded. 
 
Detailed Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: Senator Robert D. Wetmore’s Files, 1995-1996.  
Scope and Content 
This series contains the records from Senator Wetmore’s office.  The senator’s assistant, Ruth 
Flaherty, kept the senator’s correspondence on the project as well as records documenting 
candidates for the mural, meetings of the Senate Select Committee, and the project’s inception 
and development over time. 
Arrangement 
The materials’ original order has been maintained. Materials are arranged alphabetically by topic. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 Background Research of the Senate Advisory 
Committee 
undated 
1 2 Correspondence May-Nov. 1995 
1 3 Legal 1996 
1 4 Meetings Dec. 1995- 
April 1996 
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1 5 Nominations Nov. 1995- 
July 1996 
1 6 Project Inception 1995-1996 
 
Series II: Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities, 1996-2000.  
Scope and Content 
This series includes fundraising, publicity, and public art information, events, and programs 
related to the mural project. 
Arrangement 
The materials’ original order has been maintained with the addition of subseries as follows: 
Subseries A: Fundraising, Subseries B: Publicity, Subseries C: Art and Artists, Subseries D: Hear 
Us, October 19, 1999, Subseries E: Related Projects. Within each subseries, materials are 
arranged alphabetically by topic. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 7 Background and Biographies undated 
1 8 Correspondence 1999 
1 9 Select Committee 1996-1998 
1 10 Steering Committee 1996-1998 
 
 
Series II Subseries A: Fundraising 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 11 Grant Proposals 1997 
1 12 Johanna Garland 1998 
1 13 Katherine Winter Event May 1997 
1 14 Katherine Winter Event Photographs May 1997 
1 15 Mailing Lists 1997-1998 
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Series II Subseries B: Publicity 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 16 Kick-Off Event Oct. 1996 
1 17 Kick-Off Event Photographs Oct. 1996 
1 18 Paste-Up Articles 1996-1997 
1 19 Relevant Other 1996-1997 
 
Series II Subseries C: Art and Artists 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 20 Commission Arts Panel June-Sept. 1998 
1 21 Materials for the Artist undated 
1 22 Mural Specifications 1998 
1 23 Other Contracts 1998 
1 24 Public Art 1997-1998 
1 25 Susan Greendyke (Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Art Commission) and Artist, Sheila Levrant de 
Bratteville 
1998-1999 
1 26 Urban Arts Inc. 1997-1999 
 
 
Series II Subseries D: Hear Us, October 19, 1999 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 27 Articles Oct. 1999 
1 28 Brochure June-Sept. 1999 
1 29 Event May-Oct. 1999 
1 30 Invitation Planning Aug. 1999 
1 31 Panel Discussions 1999 
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1 32 Photography July 1999- 
Jan. 2000 
1 33 Press June-Aug. 1999 
1 34 Text 1999 
 
 
Series II Subseries E: Related Projects 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
2 35 Essay Contest 1999 
2 36 Girl Scouts 1997 
2 37 JFK Library Conference Oct. 1997 
2 38 JFK Library Conference Related Resumes 1997 
2 39 Other 1996-1997 
2 40 Script for Lucy Stone 1999 
2 41 Stone by Judith Black 1999 
2 42 Women in Public Life Conference Brochure 1997-1998 
2 43 Women in Public Life Conference Brochure Mailing Lists undated 
2 44 Worcester Women’s History Project 1998 
3 45 Mural Announcement Plaque undated 
3 46 Mural Installation Layout undated 
3 47 Mural Presentation Book Sept. 1998 
 
